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(57) ABSTRACT

A syringe comprising a cylinder and a plunger arranged in the
latter has a sealing element which, with a contact region,
abuts an inner wall of the cylinder and seals an annular gap
between the plunger and an inner wall of the cylinder. The
contact region has a front section which, in the rest state, abuts
the inner wall of the cylinder with an abutment pressure. The
plunger is connected to the sealing element in such a way that
the sealing element does not follow an initial movement of the
plunger out of the rest state and such that the sealing element
follows a continued movement of the plunger. The abutment
pressure between the sealing element and the inner wall in the
front section of the contact region decreases during the initial
movement. With the syringe, less force is required in order to
overcome the static friction between the sealing element and
the inner wall of the cylinder.

20 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
SYRINGE HAVING REDUCED STATIC
FRICTION

BACKGROUND

The invention relates to a syringe with a cylinder and a
plunger arranged within the cylinder. Provision is made for a
sealing element, which rests against an inner wall of the
cylinder with a contact region and seals an annular gap
between the plunger and an inner wall of the cylinder. The
contact region has a front section, which, in the rest state, rests
against the inner wall of the cylinder with contact pressure.
The plunger is connected to the sealing element such that the
sealing element does not follow an initial movement of the
plunger from the rest state and that the sealing element fol-
lows a continued movement of the plunger.

Such syringes serve to eject a liquid or pasty substance in a
targeted and metered fashion. By way of example, these
syringes are used in medical and dental applications. The
substance is contained in an interior of the syringe. As aresult
of'pressure on the plunger said plunger penetrates further into
the cylinder, and so the space available to the substance
reduces. The substance emerges from the cylinder and is
emitted—for example through a hollow needle—at the
desired spot.

The sealing element is used to seal the interior of the
cylinder such that the substance is prevented from emerging
between the plunger and the inner wall of the cylinder. In
order to have a sufficient sealing effect, the sealing element
rests against the inner wall of the cylinder with contact pres-
sure. When the syringe is in the rest state, the result of the
contact pressure is static friction between the sealing element
and the inner wall of the cylinder. It is well known that the
static friction between two surfaces at rest relative to one
another is greater than the dynamic friction between two
surfaces that move relative to one another. When the syringe
is operated, it is initially necessary to overcome the static
friction in order to set the sealing element in motion relative
to the cylinder. Thus, there is a relatively high initial resis-
tance before the sealing element moves. High initial resis-
tance when operating the syringe is first of all not very user
friendly. Secondly, sudden breaking free of the plunger can
lead to the contents of the syringe emerging in an uncon-
trolled manner.

SUMMARY

Proceeding from this prior art, a syringe with an improved
user friendliness is presented. The contact pressure between
the front section of the contact region and the inner wall of the
cylinderis reduced during an initial movement of the plunger.

To start with, a few terms will be explained. When the
syringe is in the rest state the plunger does not move relative
to the cylinder. The sealing element rests against the inner
wall of the cylinder over the circumference of the plunger,
with there being sufficient contact pressure for the interior of
the syringe to be sealed. Starting from the rest state, the
plunger can carry out an initial movement without the sealing
element following the initial movement.

When observed in the longitudinal direction of the syringe,
the contact region between the sealing element and the inner
wall of the cylinder has an extent extending from a rear end to
a front end. The front end points in the direction in which the
substance emerges from the syringe, i.e., to the outlet end.
The rear end points in the direction from which the syringe is
operated, i.e., at which end pressure is exerted on the plunger
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when operating the syringe. The term front section of the
contact region denotes the front end and the directly adjacent
section of the contact region.

The term initial movement relates to a movement of the
plunger relative to the cylinder and denotes a movement in the
direction of the outlet end of the syringe, which proceeds
from the rest state. A continued movement follows an initial
movement.

When the contact pressure between the sealing element
and the inner wall of the cylinder is reduced, this is generally
accompanied by a front section of the contact region being
lifted from the inner wall. There then no longer is contact
pressure between the sealing element and the inner wall in the
front section of the contact region. In an extreme case, the
areal regions resting on one another can also remain
unchanged and it is merely the contact pressure in the front
section of the contact region that reduces to a value not equal
to zero. In another extreme case, the contact region is com-
pletely lifted off from the inner wall, which is necessarily
accompanied by no contact pressure existing anymore in the
front section of the contact region as well. This can be con-
sidered particularly when the sealing element has a number of
mutually separate contact regions.

The static friction that needs to be overcome in order, from
the rest state, to set the sealing element into relative motion
with respect to the cylinder results to a significant extent from
the contact pressure in the front section of the contact region.
If the contact pressure in the front section of the contact
region is reduced, this significantly reduces the static friction
between the sealing element and the inner wall of the cylinder
and it is easier to set the sealing element into motion.

An initial movement, which can occur between the plunger
and the cylinder without the sealing element moving at the
same time, is used to reduce the contact pressure in the front
section of the contact region. Thus, the initial movement
modifies the force transmission between the plunger and the
front contact region such that the front section of the contact
region rests against the inner wall of the cylinder with reduced
pressure.

In the rest state, the syringe is also leak-proof over a rela-
tively long period of time, which is achieved by virtue of the
fact that the sealing element rests against the inner wall of the
cylinder with sufficient contact pressure. Although the con-
tact pressure may no longer be sufficient in this sense after the
initial movement, i.e., no longer be sufficient to keep the
syringe permanently leak-proof, this can be accepted because
this only relates to a brief period of time and the sealing
element can readily be designed such that the substance can
nevertheless be reliably ejected from the syringe. The inven-
tion differs from syringes as disclosed in DE 10 2007 034 477
Al by virtue of the reduced contact pressure in the front
section of the contact region.

The plunger within the cylinder moves forward with the
initial movement, i.e., in the longitudinal direction of the
syringe. By contrast, the contact pressure in the front section
of the contact region, which should be reduced by the initial
movement, acts in the radial direction.

It follows that the movement in the longitudinal direction
must be converted such that it results in a modified force
transmission in the radial direction. In respect of the specific
conversion of this force transmission there are a number of
options, some of which will be explained below.

The sealing element can be designed such that it applies
sufficient contact pressure on the inner wall of the cylinder
without additional external action. By way of example, this
can be achieved by virtue of the fact that the sealing element
in a relaxed state has a somewhat greater diameter than the
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cylinder such that it must be slightly compressed in order to
be able to be inserted into the cylinder. The invention can
provide for a transmission element between the plunger and
the sealing element, by means of which force is transmitted
onto the sealing element during the initial movement of the
plunger in order to reduce the contact pressure. In particular,
the transmission element can be embodied such that it trans-
mits a tensile force on the sealing element. For the purpose of
an effective transmission of the tensile force, the transmission
element can, from the front contact region of the sealing
element, extend obliquely toward the front in the direction of
the plunger.

The syringe is preferably embodied such that the reduction
in the contact pressure brings about a significant reduction in
the static friction between the sealing element and the inner
wall. By way of example, after the initial movement, the static
friction between the contact region and the inner wall can be
reduced by at least 10%, preferably by at least 20%, more
preferably by at least 30% compared to the rest state. If the
assumption is made that, in general, the static friction is
approximately 50% to 100% greater than the dynamic fric-
tion, the static friction in the syringe is no longer substantially
greater than the dynamic friction would be without the reduc-
tion ofthe contact pressure. If provision is made for a plurality
of contact regions, the static friction of the whole sealing
element preferably reduces by at least 10%, preferably by at
least 20%, more preferably by at least 30%.

The sealing element can also be designed such that it per se
does not have sufficient contact pressure with respect to the
inner wall of the cylinder, but rather that the contact pressure
is generated by external action. To this end, the plunger can be
designed such that it exerts a radially outwardly acting force
on the sealing element in the rest state. The radially outwardly
acting force reduces with the initial movement of the plunger.
By way of example, to this end, the plunger can be designed
to have a conical section such that the sealing element is
seated on the thicker end of the cone in the rest state and on the
thinner end after the initial movement.

In order to provide the sealing element with the freedom of
movement necessary for reducing the contact pressure, there
can be a clearance between the sealing element and the
plunger in the rest state. The sealing element can move into
the clearance during the initial movement of the plunger. In
the rest state, there preferably is a clearance particularly in the
region which lies radially inward from the front section of the
contact region.

With its initial movement, the plunger moves without the
sealing element, i.e., the sealing element initially remains in
the position it has in the rest state. The syringe can be
designed such that the position of the sealing element during
this phase is determined solely by the static friction between
the sealing element and the inner wall of the cylinder. Alter-
natively, provision can be made for a sleeve in the annular gap
between the plunger and the cylinder, said sleeve guiding the
sealing element. Such a sleeve makes the guidance of the
sealing element more precise than when the sealing element
is held in its position by static friction alone. The sleeve is
preferably designed such that it does not move during the
initial movement of the plunger. The sleeve can follow a
continued movement of the plunger and can be set into
motion at the same time as the sealing element. In the longi-
tudinal direction of the syringe, the sleeve can extend from the
sealing element to the rear end of the cylinder or further to the
rear end of the plunger.

The initial movement, used to reduce the contact pressure
in the front section of the contact region, is carried out by the
plunger when pressure is exerted on a pressure surface at the
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rear end of the plunger. In an advantageous embodiment, the
syringe is designed such that it independently moves back to
the rest position as soon as no pressure is exerted on the
pressure surface anymore. This can be achieved by virtue of
the fact that the initial movement tensions an elastic element
which, after the pressure has dropped off, returns again to its
original position and hence moves the plunger into the rest
position.

The syringe can be designed such that the transmission
element and/or the sealing element itself at the same time act
as elastic element which is tensioned by the initial movement.
The elastic element can also be a separate element. If a sleeve
is provided for guiding the sealing element, the elastic ele-
ment can engage at one end with the plunger and at the other
end with the sleeve.

The sealing element can be designed such that it has a
single homogeneous contact region. The sealing element can
also have a plurality of mutually separated contact regions,
for example in the form of a plurality of sealing lips which are
arranged in succession. Then a clearance adjoins the rear end
of the front contact region, in which clearance the sealing
element does not have contact with the inner wall of the
cylinder. The clearance merges into the front section of the
next contact region. Particularly if the sealing element com-
prises a plurality of contact regions, reducing the contact
pressure can also consist of one of the contact regions being
completely lifted off from the inner wall of the cylinder.
Complete lifting off is necessarily accompanied by a reduc-
tion in the contact pressure in the front section of the contact
region. If one contact region is completely lifted off, this is
preferably a rear contact region because otherwise the sub-
stance contained in the syringe could enter the region of the
stoppetr.

A preferred application of the syringe involves dental com-
pounds being ejected within the scope of a dental treatment. A
further medical field of application lies in injecting active
ingredients into the human body. The possible use of syringes
according to the invention in crafts or home-improvements as
well cannot be excluded.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described in exemplary fashion
below on the basis of advantageous embodiments, with ref-
erence being made to the attached drawings. In detail:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic illustration of a syringe;

FIGS. 2 to 5 show detailed views of various embodiments;

FIG. 6 shows two illustrations of a further embodiment of
a syringe;

FIG. 7 shows the view from FIG. 6 in a further embodi-
ment; and

FIG. 8 shows detailed views from FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A syringe shown in FIG. 1 comprises a syringe body in the
form of a cylinder 10, within which a plunger 11 is accom-
modated. An outlet 12 is formed at the front end of the
cylinder 10 and a substance contained in the syringe can
emerge therethrough. At its rear end, the cylinder 10 has a
collar 13, which protrudes outwardly with respect to the wall
of'the cylinder 10. The rear end of the plunger 11 is embodied
as pressure surface 14, by means of which pressure can be
exerted on the plunger 11 in order to set the plunger 11 in
relative motion with respect to the cylinder 10. If an operator
exerts pressure on the pressure surface 14, the collar 13 can be
used as counter bearing.
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The interior 23 of the syringe, surrounded by the cylinder
10 and the plunger 11, can be filled by a liquid or pasty
substance, which should be ejected through the outlet 12 in a
targeted and metered fashion. Ifthe plunger 11 is now set into
relative motion with respect to the cylinder 10 by means of
pressure on the pressure surface 14, the volume of the interior
of' the syringe reduces and material emerges toward the front
through the outlet 12.

In order to prevent the material from being able to emerge
toward the rear through the annular gap 15 between the
plunger 11 and the inner wall 16 of the cylinder 10, provision
is made for a sealing element (not shown in FIG. 1) which
extends around the plunger 11 and seals the annular gap 15.
The sealing element rests against the inner face 16 of the
cylinder 10 with pressure referred to as contact pressure, and
seals this emergence path. In order to set the plunger 11 into
motion together with the sealing element, the static friction
existing between the sealing element and the inner wall 16 of
the cylinder 10 must be overcome. In the case of conventional
syringes, this requires increased pressure on the pressure
surface 14 ofthe plunger 11, which is perceived to be not very
user friendly. The syringe reduces the force required to set the
sealing element into relative motion with respect to the cyl-
inder 10. This renders it possible to set the plunger 11 into
motion in a slow and uniform fashion such that the substance
also emerges from the syringe in a slow and uniform fashion.
A patient into whom an active ingredient is injected finds this
more comfortable than jerky breaking free of the plunger 11,
by means of which an uncontrolled amount is ejected. The
latter can cause pain to the patient.

FIG. 2 shows a section of a first embodiment. In image A,
the syringe is in the rest state. The interior 23 is filled with the
substance to be ejected. The plunger 11 does not move rela-
tive to the cylinder 10 and no pressure is exerted on the
pressure surface 14 of the plunger 11. A sealing element 17
extends around the plunger 11 and seals the annular gap 15
between the plunger 11 and the cylinder 10. With its outer
lateral surface, the sealing element 17 rests against the inner
wall 16 of the cylinder 10 with sufficient contact pressure
such that the substance cannot emerge from the syringe, even
in the case of long-term storage. The sufficient contact pres-
sure emerges from the shape of the sealing element 17. The
lateral surface of the sealing element 17 rests against the inner
wall 16 of the cylinder over an area, and so the lateral surface
overall forms the contact region 31 between the sealing ele-
ment 17 and the inner wall 16 of the cylinder 10. The contact
region 31 extends from a front end 18 to a rear end 19. The
front section 20 of the contact region 31 directly adjoins the
front end 18. If, starting from the front section 20 of the
contact region 31, one moves further in the direction of the
front end the syringe, there is no longer any contact there
between the sealing element 17 and the inner wall 16 of the
cylinder 10.

The plunger 11 is mounted in the cylinder 10 such that it, in
the form of an initial movement from the rest state, can move
a small amount in the direction of the front end of the syringe
without the sealing element 17 following this movement.
Only once a shoulder 21 butts against the rear end 19 of the
sealing element 17 toward the end of the initial movement
(see view B) is the sealing element 17 forced to follow a
continued movement of the plunger 11.

A transmission element 22 extends between the front end
18 of the sealing element 17 and the plunger 11. The trans-
mission element 22 includes an angle of approximately 45°
with the longitudinal axis of the syringe and is connected to
the sealing element 17 and the plunger 11 in a hinged fashion.
With the initial movement of the plunger 11, the transmission
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element 22 is pulled forward and thereby exerts a tensile force
on the front end 18 of the sealing element 17. As a result, the
front end 18 of the sealing element 17 is pulled inward such
that the sealing element 17 is lifted off from the inner wall 16
of'the cylinder 10 in the front section 20 of the contact region
31. The contact pressure in the front section 20 of the contact
region 31 reduces to zero and is therefore smaller than during
the rest state. The front section 20 of the contact region 31 can
be lifted off from the inner wall 16 over the whole circumfer-
ence of the sealing element 17 by means of a multiplicity of
transmission elements 22 distributed around the circumfer-
ence of the plunger 11.

When the sealing element 17 has been lifted off from the
inner wall 16 of the cylinder 10 with the front section 20 of the
contact region 31, it is significantly easier to overcome the
static friction between the sealing element 17 and the inner
wall 16. In particular, there is a reduced risk of the sealing
element 17 jamming with respect to the inner wall 16 and the
force required for breaking free increasing even more as a
result thereof. As a result of it being easier to set the sealing
element 17 into motion, this results overall in a very uniform
force build-up when, starting from the rest state, pressure is
built-up on the pressure surface 14 of the plunger 11. First of
all, it is easy to set the plunger 11 in motion. The transmission
element 22 increasingly builds up a counter-tension until the
shoulder 21 rests against the rear end 19 of the sealing ele-
ment 17. Then it is possible to overcome the now reduced
static friction between sealing element 17 and inner wall 16.

When no further pressure is exerted on the pressure surface
14 of the plunger 11 anymore, the movement of the plunger
11 stops. The sealing element 17, which was elastically
deformed by the initial movement, returns to its initial state
and, via the transmission element 22, again pulls the plunger
11 backward alittle. The syringe is then once again situated in
the rest state, from which the described process can restart
from the beginning if required.

In the embodiment of FIG. 3, illustration A likewise shows
the syringe in the rest state and illustration B likewise shows
the syringe after the initial movement. The sealing element 17
has once against been designed such that it rests against the
inner wall 16 of the cylinder 10 with sufficient contact pres-
sure of its own accord. In this example, the sealing element 17
does not rest against the inner wall 16 over its whole length;
rather, the contact is restricted to two separate contact regions
24, 25. The contact region 25 has a frontend 18, a rear end 19
and a front section 20.

A transmission element 27 extends between the sealing
element 17 and the plunger 11 and it is designed to pull the
sealing element 17 inward such that the contact pressure
reduces in the contact region 25 and, more particularly, in the
front section 20 of the contact region 25. Depending on the
design, the contact region 25 can be completely lifted off from
the inner wall. If no pressure is exerted on the plunger 11
anymore, the sealing element 17 returns to the initial state
from the elastically deformed state (illustration B) and thus
also brings the plunger 11 back into the rest state via the
transmission element 27. In this embodiment, the contact
pressure is only reduced in the rear contact region 25 while
the contact pressure in the front contact region 24 is not
modified by the initial movement.

In the illustration of FIG. 4, which is split into two, the left
half'shows the syringe in the rest state and the right half shows
the syringe during a movement that continues beyond the
initial movement. The sealing element 17 extends around the
plunger 11 and has two mutually separated contact regions
24, 25. The sealing element 17 is formed such that the contact
regions 24, 25 rest against the inner wall 16 of the cylinder 10
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with sufficient contact pressure of their own accord. A conical
cap 26 which covers the front end of the plunger 11 is inte-
grally connected to the sealing element 17. What the closed
cap 26 achieves is that there are no further emergence paths
except for the contact region between the sealing element 17
and cylinder 10. In the rest state, the tip of the plunger 11 rests
against the cap 26 of the sealing element 17. Apart from the tip
of'the plunger 11, there is a clearance between the plunger 11
and the sealing element 17. This applies both to the outer
region of the cap 26 and in the radial direction and to the
distance between the shoulder 21 of the plunger 11 and the
rear end of the sealing element 17.

When the plunger 11 performs an initial movement for-
ward the tip of the cap 26 follows this movement such that the
cap 26 acts as transmission element 22 and pulls the sealing
element 17 inward in the contact region 24. The contact
pressure in the front section 20 of the contact region 24 is
reduced as a result. During the inward movement, the sealing
element 17 uses the clearance existing in the rest state
between the sealing element 17 and the plunger 11. The cap
26 with the sealing element 17 forms an elastic element which
is put under tension by the initial movement.

FIG. 5 illustrates a further embodiment of a syringe,
wherein illustration A shows the rest state and illustration B
shows the state after the initial movement of the plunger 11.
This embodiment combines the features of FIGS. 3and 4. The
cap 26 acts as transmission element by means of which the
contact pressure in the front section of the contact region 24 is
reduced. A further transmission element 27 extends between
the sealing element 17 and the plunger 11, by means of which
the contact pressure in the front section of the contact region
25 is reduced by a tensile force, as in FIG. 3.

In the embodiment of FIG. 6, the syringe comprises a
sleeve 28 which is arranged in the annular gap between the
plunger 11 and the cylinder 10. The sleeve 28 serves to guide
the sealing element 17. When the plunger 11 carries out an
initial movement, the sleeve 28 does not move but rather
initially remains in its position like the sealing element 17.
Unlike FIG. 4, the front part of the sealing element 17 does
not form a closed cap, but rather there is an aperture through
which the front end of the plunger 11 extends. The front end
of'the plunger 11 is preferably fitted to the shape of the outlet
12 such that it is possible to empty the syringe completely.

The front end of the sealing element 17 is connected to the
plunger 11 such that it follows the initial movement of the
plunger 11. Like in FIG. 4, this movement is transmitted to the
sealing element 17 as tensile force such that the contact pres-
sure is reduced in the front part of the contactregion 24. In the
case of movement of the plunger 11 that continues beyond the
initial movement, both the sealing element 17 and the sleeve
28 follow the movement of the plunger 11. Once no more
pressure is exerted on the pressure surface 14, the movement
of'the plunger 11 ends. The sealing element 17 returns into the
initial state from its elastically deformed state and, as a result,
also moves the plunger 11 back into the position as per illus-
tration A. In this embodiment, the shape-change of the sealing
element is precisely defined and restricted since the plunger
11 can only cover a specific path in the sleeve 28.

In the embodiment of FIG. 7, the syringe comprises two
sealing elements 17, which in turn are guided by a sleeve 28.
The plunger 11 is, as illustrated in the magnified illustration in
FIG. 8, shaped such that, in the rest state (illustration A), it
exerts a radially outwardly directed force on the sealing ele-
ments 17. As aresult of this force, the sealing elements 17 rest
against the inner wall 16 of the cylinder 10 with sufficient
contact pressure in the rest state.
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In the case of an initial movement of the plunger 11, the
sealing elements 17 move along a conical surface 29 of the
plunger 11 such that the contact pressure is reduced in the
contact region between the sealing ring and the cylinder, and
more particularly in the front section of the contact region.
The plunger 11 is connected to the sleeve 28 via a spring
element 30. The spring element 30 is tensioned during the
initial movement of the plunger 11. When pressure is no
longer exerted on the plunger 11, the spring element 30
relaxes again and pulls the plunger 11 relative to the sealing
element 17 and the sleeve 28 back into the rest state as per
illustration A. As a result, the sufficient contact pressure
between the sealing elements 17 and the inner wall 16 of the
cylinder 10 is built up again. From this initial state, the
plunger 11 can carry out a new initial movement, by means of
which the contact pressure between the sealing elements 17
and the inner wall 16 is reduced.

The invention claimed is:

1. A syringe with a cylinder, with a plunger arranged within
the cylinder and with a sealing element, which rests against an
inner wall of the cylinder with a contact region and seals an
annular gap between the plunger and the inner wall of the
cylinder, wherein the contact region has a front section,
which, in a rest state, rests against the inner wall of the
cylinder with contact pressure, and wherein the plunger is
connected to the sealing element such that the sealing element
does not follow an initial movement of the plunger from the
rest state and that the sealing element follows a continued
movement of the plunger, characterized in that the contact
pressure between the front section of the contact region and
the inner wall is reduced during the initial movement and the
contact region being partially lifted off from the inner wall.

2. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that,
in the rest state, there is a clearance between the sealing
element and the plunger and in that the sealing element moves
into the clearance during the initial movement of the plunger.

3. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
a sleeve arranged between the plunger and the cylinder is
provided for guiding the sealing element.

4. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
it comprises an elastic element which is tensioned with the
initial movement of the plunger.

5. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
a sleeve arranged between the plunger and the cylinder is
provided for guiding the sealing element and an elastic ele-
ment which is tensioned with the initial movement of the
plunger is arranged between the plunger and the sleeve.

6. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
a static friction between the contact region and the inner wall
of the cylinder after the initial movement has reduced by at
least 20% compared to in the rest state.

7. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
a static friction between the contact region and the inner wall
of the cylinder after the initial movement has reduced by at
least 30% compared to in the rest state.

8. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
aradially outwardly directed force acts on the sealing element
in the rest state of the plunger.

9. The syringe as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that,
during the initial movement, the sealing element moves along
a conical surface of the plunger such that the contact pressure
reduces.

10. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
a static friction between the contact region and the inner wall
of the cylinder after the initial movement has reduced by at
least 10% compared to in the rest state.
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11. The syringe as claimed in claim 10, characterized in
that a radially outwardly directed force acts on the sealing
element in the rest state of the plunger.

12. The syringe as claimed in claim 10, characterized in
that, in the rest state, there is a clearance between the sealing
element and the plunger and in that the sealing element moves
into the clearance during the initial movement of the plunger.

13. The syringe as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
provision is made for a transmission element between the

plunger and the sealing element and in that the transmission 10

element is used to transmit a force onto the sealing element
during the initial movement of the plunger, said force reduc-
ing the contact pressure.

14. The syringe as claimed in claim 13, characterized in

that a static friction between the contact region and the inner 15

wall of the cylinder after the initial movement has reduced by
at least 10% compared to in the rest state.

15. The syringe as claimed in claim 13, characterized in
that a radially outwardly directed force acts on the sealing
element in the rest state of the plunger.
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16. The syringe as claimed in claim 13, characterized in
that, in the rest state, there is a clearance between the sealing
element and the plunger and in that the sealing element moves
into the clearance during the initial movement of the plunger.

17. The syringe as claimed in claim 13, characterized in
that the transmission element is designed to transmit a tensile
force onto the sealing element.

18. The syringe as claimed in claim 17, characterized in
that a static friction between the contact region and the inner
wall of the cylinder after the initial movement has reduced by
at least 10% compared to in the rest state.

19. The syringe as claimed in claim 17, characterized in
that a radially outwardly directed force acts on the sealing
element in the rest state of the plunger.

20. The syringe as claimed in claim 17, characterized in
that, in the rest state, there is a clearance between the sealing
element and the plunger and in that the sealing element moves
into the clearance during the initial movement of the plunger.
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